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STATE OF coLormo 

August 23, 1991 

Mr. Joseph. Wicnand 
DOE Rocks- Flatk Plant 
F.O. Box 928 
Golden, CO 30403-0928 

Dear Mr. Wienand: 

The Colorado J&.partment of Health EIazardous El&eriaJs and Waste 
MarraSemsnt Division, "The Division" approves the rel.ea~c OP the 
" P ropo st d Xnteri m M eas w e .  /I n te rim Re me d id. Action Plan Decision 
Document for the Solar Ponds Operable Unit 4" to begin t h e  sixty dag 
public coru~nent period as iong as the followins items are changed in 
accordance with the rriecting 01'1. August 20, 1991 and the tdsphone 
conversation whjch took place the afternoon of August, 22,  1991. 

3,  1,2.2-3%&-&pment Desc&xjon of' t l a  s-krae T a n k L p a e  3-15: 
In order to meet the RCRA dcfin.ition of a double walled tairk, for 
purposes of secondw7 containment the tank design must. be modified 
to include a bottom under  the liners which provides structxval support 
~nade of primarily nowearthen materials, concrete, metal or napha~lt. 

In order to pms-en t overfilling and to provide secondsry containment 
for overfilling a31 three tanks must be provided with high level alarms 
which wjll automatically shut down the feed pumps and begin pumping 
excess water to either Building 374 or some other tnnk which is not, 
full. Th.e amount of freeboard required for the surge tsnlrs will be 
addressed dut.ing the public comment period. If there was a 
catastrophic failure of any of the  Y W ~ C  tanks there is a distinct. 
probability that, andangernient to the public would occur as t-he result 
of etirri~ig up the radjoac tively conttminafd sedimerits in the ".4 
Series" ponds on Worth hia?nut Creak. 

The surge tanks ~ L i o u l d  be more i-zccuvntely described H.S "double-.wallcd 
tmiks" whjch pi*ovirie secondary containment from spills at the bottom 
of the tank by the double wall arid the automatic leak detection systetn 
in the SURW and from overfilling by the autom6tic hjgh-level feed cut  
off and pump systern to other tanks. The 80-mil HPPE primary liner 
~bould be referenced as an 80-mil HDPE primtlrp wall. 
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The "Division" will ad dress the ad justable operational details of the 
IM/IRA during 2.h.c public comment period. If you have further 
questions regarding these comments please feel free to contact Noreen 
Matsuura of my E h t f  at (303)  751-4890. 

I' Sincerely, 

Ha za1:d ou s 'waste Facilitic s 
Colorado Department of Health 
Hazardous Materials and Waste Mantigcment Divifiion 

CC. Ton1 L U ~ O W ,  DOE 
Kirk  Ticknor, EGBG 
A ~ t u r o  Duran, EPA 
Barbara Barry, RFYU 
Charlotte Robinson, AGO 
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